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Glenn’s Pen 

 
In the 1970s I learned of a new hymn. I quickly learned to play it on the guitar and believed its simple 
words. Peter Scholtes’ hymn, "They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love", was written while he 
was a parish priest at on the South Side of Chicago in the 1960s. At the time, he was leading a youth 
choir out of the church basement and was looking for an appropriate song for a series of ecumenical 
and interracial events that would speak to the unrest of the day. He wrote this simple song in a single 
day. In the ideals of my teenage years I believed his message-that we are, and can be with God’s help, 
“one in the spirit” and that the world will “know us by our love”. 
 

Last week’s despicable events at our nation’s Capitol sit squarely at my feet. I deplored the events of 
my teenage years and the lack of unity our Christian faith inspired. I learned that song, believed in its 
message, and yet I have not lived that truth into being. Last week, as domestic terrorists stormed our 
Capitol and our newly elected leaders were rushed to safety to hide in fear, wooden crosses, Jesus 2020 

and Jesus Saves signs mixed with the confederate flag, ugly and profane rhetoric, violence and hate. A 

majority of the persons there said they were evangelical    Christians. Some even claimed they were 

doing God‘s will. As you read this, some of you are saying the preacher should not be political. Let 

me be perfectly clear. I am not being political, I am being confessional. I am not asking you to 

agree with me but to simply seek God for yourself and ask how you can best be known by God’s love. 
I am looking at myself and judging myself. I am looking at myself as I believe God is looking at me. 
How can I see those acts and believe that I am not in someway responsible? For I have played and 
sang that song and proclaimed what the Bible teaches-that God is love; perfect, unconditional, saving 
love for every single person. For nearly 50 years I have sung that song. And yet does the world know 
me by my love? Or am I more recognizable in ways I have deemed more important? Is it just as      
important to me that God is known by power, policy and privilege? I think not, not ever. I know the 
Bible says God is Love and not any of those other things, yet I have not always been clear through my 
life. I have loved as the world loves, not as God loves. 
 

My confession is not to lament the corruption of some “pure” Christian faith. Christianity was never 
pure. We are all human and sinful.  My confession is that we are all forced to choose, and I have not 
always chosen love, which is the same as choosing God. But in confronting my hypocrisy I also    
confront God’s great grace. I can try again to love more deeply and give up everything but Christ’s 
love.   
 

So I confess and still believe. I will do better. I will not just sing, I will stand, for the God I know to be 
love alone, I can do more. And I will pray and believe that my children and my grandchildren will be 
known by their love. I hope you will join me. For God does save.  But God does not save by control 
or privilege but by grace and love; love that comes from the sacrifice of God’s own privilege, God’s 
death, a death that makes possible a resurrection. 
 

Love and Grace, Glenn 

If anyone didn’t receive a copy of the Christmas Eve Service CD or DVD       
we still have some in the Church office! 
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NIGHT TO SHINE 2021 

After hosting and participating in the Tim Tebow Foundation’s 
Night to Shine 2020, we were so excited and looking forward to 
2021.  We were anxious to hear if the event would still take 
place. 

 Word came from Tim Tebow himself that, due to the 
current situation with the pandemic and the knowledge of our 
honored guests having many compromising medical and health 
issues, Night to Shine 2021 will be a virtual event on February 
12, 2021. The virtual prom will be viewed by honored guests via 
their computer or Smart TV with the Tebow foundation         
supplying all entertainment for the evening including special 
guests and music for dancing.   

 First Baptist Church Goldsboro is pleased to provide this 
virtual event for our honored guests by reaching out to some 
very special people in our community who need to know that 
God loves them, that they matter, and that there is a purpose 
for their lives in this world.  They are God’s children - just as we all are. 

 Our NTS 2021 team is putting together a gift bag for each honored guest.  Among the items for these bags are a 
boutonniere/corsage and a crown/tiara. (During the ceremony, Tim will announce that all are crowned Kings and Queens of 
the prom and that they are all Kings and Queens in God’s eyes.)  They will also have a sign in their yards saying that they are 
an Honored Guest for the Tim Tebow Night to Shine Prom.  

 We need your help.  These gift bags will need to be delivered to the guests’ homes on February 12 before the NTS 
virtual event. We plan to have a caravan or two to deliver these items to the honored guests’ homes.  We also need persons 
to take pictures and video as the caravan arrives. We also need people to pray for this event daily.   

 If you are able, interested, and comfortable in helping us be a part of this NTS 2021 virtual event, please let me 
know.  Each volunteer will need to fill out a volunteer form which can be found on the church’s website under the 
“Ministries” tab – www.fbcgoldsboro.org.  

Donna Countryman and the NTS Planning Committee 

Having Trouble with Facebook Live? 

During this pandemic, Facebook has been a real blessing to so many churches, including ours. It has proven to be a 
great medium to reach hundreds of people around the world with our worship services. Occasionally, though, troubles 
can arise. Sometimes these are caused by an inconsistent wi-fi signal in the Sanctuary. Other times there may be a 
problem with the sound. Whenever these things occur, we try to fix them as soon as we can. It may be that Facebook is 
down, especially with the high traffic it gets on Sunday mornings due to tens of thousands of churches streaming     
simultaneously. We certainly appreciate to countless time and energy spent by our Audio-Visual committee addressing 
these issues. A special thanks goes to Jim Ward for all of his dedicated and hard work. 

On the other hand, if you’re not able to see or hear the worship service on your Facebook account, here are some 
things you can check on your end: 

First, try rebooting your device. This will fix the vast majority of issues. 

If that doesn’t work, try these suggestions if you can’t see video: 

1. Check to make sure that you are signed in to your account. If you don’t have one, sign up at www.facebook.com. 
Then, search for “First Baptist Church Goldsboro.” 

2. Check your internet or wi-fi connection. If you are unable to connect to the internet directly with a cable, your   
internet is down, which means wi-fi will not work. 

3. Try switching to your phone or your computer. On your phone, try using mobile data instead of wi-fi. 
4. Check to see if airplane mode is on. 
5. Are parental controls blocking Facebook? 
6. Trying refreshing the web page. 

If you can’t hear anything: 

1. Check to make sure that the video is not muted. 
2. Your speaker may be disabled. 
3. You may need to update your sound driver. 
4. Your speaker may be broken. Try to play a different file, perhaps an mp3, that you know will produce sound. 

If you’re still having problems, contact the church and a staff member will be happy to help you. 

http://www.fbcgoldsboro.org
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CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

In Memoriam 
Dr. Matthew Delbridge 

January 12, 2021 

In Memory of  Nancy Satterfield 

Ellis & Deana Holland 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Virginia Millard 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

19. Kaitlyn Murphy 

20. Will Sawyer, Sr. (Bill) 

21. Bill Turner 

 Ann Giddens 

 Sam Crocker 

22. JoAnn Davis 

23. Kyla Sanderson 

24. Annalean Reeves 

Ken Barbour 

Katie Biggers 

Warren Bishop 

James Carter 

Roger Casey, Sr. 

Lola Delbridge 

Bill DeShong 

Dan Fisher 

Arnold Flowers 

Kenneth Fulghum 

Larry Gibson 

Ann Giddens 

Eleanor Grant 

Dot Ham 

Willie Joyner 

Shirley Kirkland 

Linda Liegle 

Charlotte Maxwell 

Pat Millard 

Horace Modlin 

Linda Parsons 

Ann Patterson 

Edna Powell 

Benton Satterfield 

Danny Sellers 

Dr. George Silver 

Beverly Summerlin 

Becky Sykes 

Frankie Sykes 

Annie Laurie Wharton 

Frank Williams 

Military: 

Kenny Archibald 

Zach Phillips 

Jeremy Volz 

Extension Member of the Week 
Jack Casteen 

P.O. Box 11221 
Goldsboro, NC 27532-1221 



The First Baptist Church 

“Sharing the Heart of Christ from the Heart of the City” 

 FBC partners with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship nationally and in North 
Carolina, and with the North Carolina Baptist Men and WMU, in spreading 
the gospel and meeting needs in the name of Christ.  

Phone: 919-735-2516 

Fax: 919-735-2993 

E-mail: office@fbcgold.com 

125 South John St. 

PO Box 1538 

Goldsboro NC 

Worship and Study Numbers 

Wednesday, January 6 — 180 
 

Sunday, January 10 Worship — 410 
 

In Church January 10 - 40 
 

 

These numbers increase as services are saved to 
our Facebook page and can be watched later. 
When you add our radio ministry, Christ’s love 
is reaching out because of your commitment. 

First Baptist is on Facebook and Instagram 
 

     COVID-19 has given renewed commitment to 
staying in touch and social media for this case is a 
good way.  If you will like us on Facebook and 
Instagram you will be notified when we post or 
are going on Facebook Live.  

 

Facebook is First Baptist Church 

“Goldsboro” (you must put in Goldsboro) 
 

Instagram is firstbaptistchurchgoldsboro 

(all together!) 

MINISTER ON CALL 

January 13—January 20– Scott Thrailkill 

We have an emergency number at church available 24/7. 
Call the church and select prompt 5, leave your message 
with a phone number, and a minister will be in touch.   

THE CHURCH  STAFF            
Glenn Phillips Ext. 104  Senior Minister 

919-922-1972 

Scott Thrailkill Ext. 107 Associate Minister 

919-920-0693  
Carl Ashley Ext. 105  Minister of Music 

919--221-1614 

Anna Tart   Children’s Ministry Director 

Carol Gray   Organist 

Bobbi Goodhart Ext. 101 Administrative Assistant 

Sheila Thompson Ext. 102 Administrator 

Melissa Turner Ext. 114 Support Services Manager 

Karen Kestler Ext. 116  Child Development Director 

Child Development Center Phone (919) 735-8464 

First Baptist Website    www.fbcgoldsboro.org.  

General Fund 

January Giving Total $42,539.55 

February Giving Total $42,922.46 

March Giving Total $41,452.79 

April Giving Total $44,298.68 

May Giving Total $48,788.34 

June Giving Total $39,633.49 

July Giving Total $31,172.38 

August Giving Total $49,805.65 

September Total $29,822.99 

October Total $33,479.10 

November Total $73,371.15 

December Total $106,286.77 

 

Sunday, January 3 $1,927.00 

On Line Giving $3,000.00 

Sunday, January 10 $5,617.00 

On Line Giving $1,110.00 

Total $11,654.00  

Our Administrative Assistant Bobbi Goodhart  
experienced a mild heart attack this past    

Sunday. She had a stent put in and is now at 
home. Some of you have requested her address 

it is: Bobbi Goodhart, 1896 Nahunta Rd.,           
Pikeville, NC 27863-8330. 

Get Well Soon Bobbi! 

http://www.fbcgoldsboro.org.

